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The society with a school, fire team

SELF-SUFFICIENT Vatika
City has solar panels, a sewage
treatment plant and 55
rainwater harvesting pits

SonaliVerma

« sonalLvermahtive com

GURUGRAM: The fragrance of the rose
periwinkle, commonly known as the
‘sadabahar flower, engulfs you assoon
asyouenter the Vatika City condomin-
ium located Sohna Road in Sector 49.

Several ofthe 68towersin the37-acre
condominium are named after flowers
— Emilia, Iris, Jasminum and Prim-
rose, toname afew.

The condominium, which is the
Vatika Group's first residential project,
gotitsfirstoccupant in 2007. SK Arora,
aformer president of the residents’ wel-

fare association who
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pools, multiple parks,

dedicated skating,
cyclingand walking tracks, abadmin-
ton court and a tennis court, which
aremaintained by a dedicated facility
manager.

The condominium alsohas a green
conscience. Atthe sewage treatment
plant, 1,200 kilolitres of water are
treated daily and reused to water the
green belt in the society. Treated
water was alsoused in the construc-
tion of Vatika India Next, the
group’s second residential project,
inSector 82.

Vatika City has 278kWp solar
panels, which supplement the
power supply from the DHBVN,
and alsohas LED lightsinall com-
mon areas. These lights are con-
trolled according to the duration of
the day. “In the day, not all the
lights are turned on. Lights are
turned on in the basement, but
only the least amount required,”
said Sudhir Singh, manager of the
condominium.

The condominium also has 55
rainwater harvesting pits and
five vermicompost pits. One
tonne of compost is generated

ery year
the plants in the society.
Thi he child

Vatika City were shown how
composting works. In front of
every tower in the condoisa small
garden with medicinal plants, such
aslemon-grassand aloe vera.

Advanced technology has
become commonplace in Guru-
gram’s condominiums and
Vatika City isno different.

Residents ofthe condominium
have the option of paying their
bills, reserving the club forevents
and raising issues via a mobile
application.

Every apartment has an inter-
com and guests are verified at the
gate, viacalls. Entry toevery tower
isthrough access cards.

Vatika City has a fire team in
place thatacts as the first respond-
ersin theevent ofanemergency.

“In one instance, our own fire
team doused a huge fire even before
the district fire department had
reached,” said a staff member.

Vatika City also has a school
spread across twoacres. Matrikiran
Schoolisan English medium, co-edu-
cational school for grades pre-nur-
serytofive.

Eveningsin thesociety seemlikea
reunion of sorts. Everyone —from the
young to the old — are out and about
either cycling, running, playing cards
or watching TV in the common area.
“We have everything here. It’s like
beingapartofan extended family,” said
Arora.
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' | held every evening for
the children at 530pmin

in park.
Zumba dasses for adults
are held in the club every
morming.
Children can also leam
Karate in the school in the

= Located in Sector 49 along the Sohna Road, Vatika City is spread across 37 acres
d i identi hich d

towers, some of them
being Emilia, Iris, Jasminum and Primrose. The green belt of the condominium
extends along its periphery throughout. SANJEEV VERMAHT PHOTOS
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CONDO CARD

Nur;ber of residents

51 370 units, comprising 234

flats, penthouses and duplexes

£8,000-10,000

per sqft is the cost for flats

¥30,000

Vatil
Vatika Residents

RWA
The condominium-nominated
residents’ welfare association (RWA)
was constituted in 2012.
The first set of elections was held in
2015, for a three-year-term.
The RWA currently has 226 members
and 11 post holders, with Giriraj Gupta
esiding over the association.
e next set of RWA elections is due for
October this year.

resident works out at the gymnasium inside the complex.
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throws, badminton a group of 226 senior u Madan s available at the
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mm’g‘;’mxf identity card. Today, thereis hardly anyoneiin mostof
Crescent Pe el the condominium who doesn't have a voter's which were
set up their own stalls. 1D card Vatsal said. Also, Vatsal had donated by
approached the management team of the residents
building to ask for a space for a library and also of the
helped set it up. society.

GULALI

Gul Alis a home chef,
tesiding at Vatika Gity
rthelast eight
years. Her food stalls
of kebabs, biryaniand
other delicacies area
regular feature and a
hit at any festivity in the condominium.
“Whenever | put up astall rest of the
residents make sure they come early
because they know the food will be over
soon," she said. Every Eid, Ali receives food
orders in bulk from fellow residents. *People
keep calling me to know when Eid is, so that
they can place their orders at the earliest,”
she said. This Eid, she cooked zafrani kheer,
| mutton and chicken biryani, zarda and sheer
khurma. *The best part about Gul's food is
thatitis made with love," said Sahifa Mehta,
aVatika City resident.




