Publication The Times of India
Language/Frequency | English/Daily

Page No 02

Date 26" September 2017

THE TIMES OF IVD\

Return of the days of faith, food
& festivity for pandal hoppers

Sharad.Kohli@timesgroup.com

Gurgaon: As if on cue, the
monsoon has given way to
Puja season. And if it's still
hotduring theday, hopefully
the muggy days have been
left behind. Of course, every
Gurgaon Puja aims to stand
out, tobesingular, whilesee-
king to offer something for
all. But what each has in
common is cultural nou-
rishment for the soul. Here,
then, is a choice for the pan-
dal-hopper.

Maruti Vihar (Sector 28)

The Maruti Vihar Sarbo-
jonin Durgotsav will be cele-
ibrating its 27th Puja this ye-
ar, making it one of the ol-
dest on either side of NH-8.
And the organisers are ea-
ger to get back to tradition,
with the return-to-roots of
‘Chole Jai Ranga Matir Des-
he’, whose spirit evokes the
rich red of Bengal’s laterite
soil.

Among those perfor-
ming are Digontorekha
(Bangla folk: Sept 26), Gur-
gaon’s very own Gaaner Gu-
to (Bangla ‘Gaan’: Sept 28),

Saradotsav 2017,
Bangiya Parishad is putting

PPR—

The Durga idol of Maruti Vihar Sarbojonin in Sector 28

together a cultural extrava-
ganza (besides the usual
mingling of devotional fer-
vour and feasting). This ye-
ar.they are ‘Celebrating Kol-
kata’, and the pandal theme
is Prinsep Ghat, that well-
known Kolkata bank of the
Hooghly
Here, watch out for
a dance drama
(Sept 26), ‘Pancha Tatwa’, a
Kathak-based ballet (Sept

27). and Sahajmaa & Utpal
Fakir(Bangla folk: Sept 28).
Vatika City

Among the youngest of
the city’'s Pujas, its partici-
patory and open-to-all vibes
also make it one of the most
popular. This year. the eve-
ning cultural programs are
all in-house. So, make time
for ‘Confluence - A Musical
Journey’, a one-hour vocal
and instrumental presenta-

tion by Manoj Kumar Mon-
dal and his group (Sept 26),
and Kathak dancer Deepak
Aurora, who will be perfor-
ming with his troupe on
Sept 27.

Bestof therest

Featuring in the Gurga-
on Bengalee Association’s
36th Pujo (community cent-
re, Sector 9) is Sudeshna
Ganguly, of ‘Sare gama’ fa-
me. Meanwhile, the Puja in
South City-2. on Sohna Road
(‘H’ block ground, opposite |
‘F’ block market), now into
its 14th year, always has
grand aims but is eager, this
year, to keep the essence as
Bengali-traditional as can
be (incidentally, the 2017
Durgotsav promises a won-
derful motley of cultural
distractions).

In Sushant Lok (‘C’ block
community centre), Nazrul
Sangeet (Sept 26) shares spa-
cewithaKathakrecital, bya |
group of 10 dancers from
Russia, Uzbekistan, Taiwan
and India (Sept 27). And if
you're anywhere near New
Palam Vihar, Phase-1 (T-70/
1&2), Rail Vihar (Sector 47,
community centre), or sec-
tors 14, 15 (Part-2), 7,4 and 31
(community centres), the-
re's plenty of opportunity to
soak in the spiritof Pujo.
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